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|A  “  ANNUAL,  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  19 45. 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


-  I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  third 
Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Whittlesey. 


I  have  had  every  courtesy  and  consideration 
at  all  times  from  Councillors,  who  have  shown  a  keen  and 
active  interest  in  matters  connected  with  my  branch  of 
municipal  administration. 

From  the  Clerk  and  his  staff  I  have 
had  helpful  service  even  when  there  were  the  duties  of 
other  departments  pressing  for  attention. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  G-entlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

W. A. D. LAWSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  F ealth. 


STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  V/. A. D. Lawson,  M.D. ,  B.Ch. ,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  2-  J. J.Beresford,  S.I.E.B.,  A. R. San. Inst 

Meat  Inspector  J.H. Poles,  M. R.C.V.S. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  ......  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 
Rateable  Value  ... 

Product  of  Id  Rate. 


•  •  t 


23,362. 

•  • •  2,3  87 • 
.  .  .  ..£26,415. 
£113. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  -  Registrar  General* s  Estimate 
"  -  Census  1951 . . . 


7 , 9^0  o 

8,360. 


Live  Births  Legitimate. 

”  11  Illegitimate. 

Total 

Stillbirths  in  the  year. 

Deaths  in  the  year. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

64* 

5,.v 

(-0 

53* 

10  n 

117. 

.  iL 

69. 

63. 

132 

3£ 

3* 

4. 

55- 

00 

• 

93- 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  resident 
population  16.58 
Total  for  England  & 
Wales  17.6 

1  illegitimate.  No.  of 
stillbirths  rate  per 
1,000.  Total  births  29* 

Crude  (uncorrected) 
death  rate  per  1,000 
population  11.68 
Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  11 06 


The  number  of  infant  (children  under  1  year)  deaths  8* 

The  infantile  mortality  rate .  60.6 

Of  the  15  illegitimate  children  born  1  died.  That  is  a  i^te 
proportional  to  and  not  greater  than  the  general  infantile  mortality 
rate 


SUMAKg  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

( Register  General 1 0  Figures) 


Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid. . . .  Nil 

Cerebro'- spinal  Fever . . . . .  Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever. . . Nil. 

Whooping  Cough.. . Nil. 

Diphtheria . . . Nil. 

Tuberculosis  respiratory  system . .  1. 

11  other  forms. . . . .  1 

Syphilitic  diseases . Nil. 

Influenza . 1. 

Measles . Nil. 

Acute  Polio  myel  and  acute  enceph. ........  Nil. 

"  in  encephalitis....... . .  Nil. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  &  oesoph . 4. 

!I  stomach  and  duodenuju. .  3, 

"  n  breast...  . .  2. 

n  i!  all  other  forms . 6. 

Diabetes1 . . . 1. 

Intercranial  vascular  lesions . . .  13., 

Heart  disease... . . . . . . .  27. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system..  1. 

Bronchitis . . 5. 

Pneumonia . . . »  6. 

Other  respiratory  diseases . Nil. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum . 1. 

Diarrhea  under  2  years .  Nil. 

Appendicitis . Nil. 

Other  digestive  diseases.. . 3. 

Nephritis . 5. 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis . Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes .  Nil. 

Premature  birth . 1. 

Congenital  mal.  birth  injury  infant  disease  4» 
Suicide.  ....opofoo.... .. ................ ..  Nile 

Road  traffic  accidents. . . Nil® 

Other  Violent:  causes . 2. 


/  r>\ 


Observations  on  Vital  Statistics. 


The  death  rate  is  the  same  as  that  cf  the  country  as 
a.  whole,  but  an  interesting  fact  is  that  the  male  deaths 
compared  with  the  female  are  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  2. 

Allowing  for  the  •  fact  that  the  female  population  probably 
exceeds  the  male,  then  the  disproportion  is  increased. 

Gardio  vascular  disease  holds  priority  as  the  cause 
of  death,  oerebro  vascular  disease  and  cancer  in  all  its  forms 
ties  for  second  place  and  in  numbers  comes  well  behind*. 

Tuberculosis  caused  two  deaths  -  1  male  and  1  female. 

One  was  a  respiratory  infection,  the  other  surgical  tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  road  accidents. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  Is-,  based  Jon  such  a  small 
•otalVthat  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  figure  on  which  to  form  any 
judgment  or  from  which  to  draw  any  special  conclusion. 


The  following  table  giving  the  specific  details  of 
each  actual  death  is  of  much  greater  value 


Sex. 

Bronchial  Pneumonia.  « 

Male. 

2  Months. 

Male. 

1  Month. 

Acute  capilliary  Bronchitis 

Female 

5  days 

Congenital  abnormality  x 

Male 

1  day 

Prematurity. 

Male 

3  days 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

Female 

3  Months 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis.  ¥c 

Male 

5  days. 

Icterus  G-ravi  g  ( Jaundi  c  e ) . 

Female . 

10  days . 

Congenital  Intestinal  Atresia  x 

>  .-■*« 

preventable. 

Causes  whic 

;h  may  justifiably  be  considered  as 

X 

Absolutely 

unavoidable. 

With • regard . to  the  remaining  three,  it  is  possible 
and  even  probable  that  future  medical  advances  will  place  these 
as  preventable  causes. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  oases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  in  1945  ! 


Measles . 63 

Pneumonia.  •  0 . . . .  . 14 

Whooping  Gough . 13 

Tuberculosis . . . . .  IX 

Scarlet  Fever;. .  9 

Erysipelas . . 2 


Puerperal  Pyrexia . . . 

Diphtheria . . .  1 

0 at arrhal  J aun dice . •  1 


116. 


Total  : 


TABLE  SHOWING-  INCIDENCE  Or  TUBERCULOSIS 

during  1945. 


u 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Tuberoulous  Peritonitis . ,1  female  3  months. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  .  1  male  JO  years. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  IN  THE  YEAR  1945,.. 


1  Jan,  to  30th  June 


Age 

Under 

5  yrso 

' 

Age 

5-15 

yrs. 

Total. 

Age 

Under 

5  yrs. 

Age 

yrs. 

Total 

(l)  Number  of  children 
(including  temporary 
residents)  who 
completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation 
in  the  Whittlesey 
district.  7« 

2. 

9. 

C\J 

K\ 

17. 

49. 

(2)  (a)  Approximate 

estimated  number  of 
children  in  the 

Whittlesey  district.  570* 

1250. 

571 . 

1400. 

(b)  What  percentage 
of  the  child 
population  shown  under 
(a)  it  is  considered 
were  immunised.  37 

1 

i 

82.9 

42.61. 

— 

84*11 

1st  July  to  31  December. 


(3)  (a)  Number  of  oases  of  Diphtheria  in  children  under  1J  years 

of  age  notified  between  1st  January  &  JOth  June,  1945*  •  • 


1 


(b)  Number  of  oases  included  in  (a)  in  whioh  the  child 

was  known  to  have  completed  the  oourse  of  Immunisation 
not  less  than  12  weeks  before  the  onset  of  the 


disease . . . -  Nil. 

(o)  No*  of  deaths.  .  ..* . . . . . . Nil. 


The  oase  of  Diphtheria  notified  had  not  been  immunised. 

Venereal  Disease. 

This  is  a  County  Counoil  matter,  and  this  local 
authority  does  not  obtain  any  direct  information. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  treatment  by  the  Soke  of  Peterborough 
(Dr.  Rolleston). 

Water  Supply. 

The  public  Water  supply  is  reoeived  from  Peterborough 
Water  Works  as  in  1944*  The  greater  part  of  the  population 
use  this  supply,  the  remainder  use  rain  water. 

A  Scheme  has  been  drawn  up  for  the  extension  of  the 
water  mains  to  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  a  well  at  Coates  were  analysed 
and  both  were  found  unfit  for  drinking.  The  oocitpier  of 
this  house  now  obtains  water  from  the  mains  some  distance  away 
where  there  is  a  supply  by  water  meter. 

After  complaint  by  a  householder  in  Whittlesey  a  sample 
of  water  from  the  mains  was  analysed  and  found  fit  for 
drinking. 

Caravan  Camps. 

There  was  little  complaint  during  the  year  from  the  two 
licensed  comps. 

Infant  Welfare  Cllnio. 

This  is  run  by  the  County  Council.  One  session  per 
week  is  held.  A  nurse  is  in  attendance,  with  the  assistano8 
of  the  local  praotitioners  who  give  their  services  voluntarily 
and  are  liable  to  be  prevented  by  other  duties  from  regular 
attendance. 

S-Pho.olfl. 

The  two  Senior  Sohools  have  been  regularly  visited 
to  see  that  the  pails  have  not  been  allowed  to  become  a 
nulsanoe  through  too  infrequent  emptying. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
these  two  sohools  will  be  superceded  by  a  fine  new  building, 
planned  long  ago  and  muoh  overdue. 

flowers* 

There  no  alterations  or  extensions, 

.* ■’  *  *  1  ,  t.  t  ■*  -•  H 

Housing. 

No  new  houaee  were  built# 

Milk. 

mtm  ■■■*■■  1,1  •  .  “i 

\  ,  ..  .:*•  /v*/  5; ;  '  •  •  j, 

There  are  39  registered  milk  producing  farms  and  six 
of  these  are  licensed  to  sell  11  Accredited1'  milk.  The  number 
of  milking  cows  is  about  390. 


The  standard  of  milk  production  has  improved-  during:  the 
year.  Premises  have  been  improved  and  the  methods  of  clean 
milk  production  are  better  than  in  previous  years* 


Other  Foods* 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  condemned  ae  xinfit 
for  human  food 


102  tins  (of  beans,  fish,  Jem,  milk,  meats,  peas 

and  soups )o  The  tine  were  chiefly  B blown” 
o  r  1  p  e ::  f  c  rat  e  d i! , 


180:2  lbs o Cheese. 
390  shell  eggs. 
981bs  Wet  Fish 


Wet  and  decomposing* 
Broken  and  decomposed. 
Decomposing. 


2001bs.  Flour  Tainted  by  oils  in  transit  by  rail, 

•  ■  >  :■  i  f  *****  _  *■*'  .» s’  '•  '  •  '  "  • 

3?lbs.  Ham.  •  Tainted* 


181bs.  Margarine  Tainted. 

and  with  small  lots  of  other  foods  the  weight  wye 
approximately  800  lbs*  or  2.41b  s.  more  '.than  in  124  h 


The  Meat  Inspector  condemned  3ome  carcases  and  parts  of 
carcases  and  offals  at  slaughter  houses.  '  where  emergency 
slaughter  is  carried  out- 


Infestation. 

The  disinfestation  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council,  who  employ  a  staff  of,  trained  operators.  The 
refuse  dump  of  the  Urban  District  Council  and  several  other 
premises  have  annuel  contracts  with  the  County  Council  for 
clearing  the  premises  of  rats  and  mice.  In  other  cases 
occupiers  have  been  able  to  clear  their  premises  without  suah 
aid.  • 


(Signature)  W.  D.  LAWSON, 

•  '  •  *  "s'  V  I 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 

,  ^  «  \ 

September,  19  4-6  o  , 
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